DAVID BRAINERTD

Born in 1718 in Heddem, Connecticut, the third son in a family of nine. He
studied for g while at Yale College, being expelled for some trivial offence.
From 1743 to 1747 he served as missionary to the Indians. He died of tubercu-
losis in 1747. His diary, begun in 1740 and continued until the time of his
degth w-s edited by Jonathan Edwerds.

His Conversion Experience

"I wes from my youth somewhat sober and inclined to melancholy; but do mot
remember anyhting of conviction of sin worthy of remerk until I was, I believe,
sbout seven or eight years of age. Then I beceme concerned for my soul nnd ter-
rified at the thoughts of death; and wes driven to religious duties; but it ap-
peared a melancholy business, that destroyed my eagerness for play. And tho, alas,
this religious concern was but short-lived, I sometimes attended secret prayer
and thus lived et ease in Zion, without God in the vorld nd without mich concern
as I remember until I was sbove thirteen years of sge. In the winter of 1732 I
was aroused out of this carral security, by I scarce know "hat means at first; bh
wss much excited by the prevalence of a mortal sickness at Herddam. I was frequent,
constant and somewhat fervent in prayer end took delight in reading, especially
in Mr. Jeneway's Token for Children. I felt sometimes much melted in the duties
of religion. took great delight in the performance of them and sometimes hoped the:
I was converted or et leest in a good and hopeful way for hesven and happiness.
sessrs.l was also exceedingly distressed and melancholy at the death of my mother
in March 1732. But afterwards my religious concern bsegan to decline end by degrees
I fell back into a considerable degree of carnal security, though I still attendec
secret prayer.

About the 15th of April 1733, I removed from my father's house to East Hedh
dom, where I spent four years, but wes still without God in the world, though for
the most part I went a round of secret duty. I was not much asddicted to the com-
peny snd amusements of the young; but this I know that when I did go into such
company, I never returned with so goodes conscience as when I went. It always ad-
ded a new sense of guilt end made me afreid to come to the throne of grace, and s
spoiled those good frames with which I was wont sometimes to please myself.

About the latter end of ipril 1747, being full nineteen years of sge, I
removed to Durham to work on my farm, and so continued for about one year, frequent
ly longing from mere nstural principles for a liberal education. When ebout twenty
years of age I aoplied myself to study, and wss now engaged more than ever in the
duties of religion. I became very strict snd watchful over my thoughts and actions
and concluded that I mist be sober indeed because 1 designed to devote myself to
the ministry,

Sometime during April 1738 I went to Mr. Fiske's and lived with him durlng
his life, I remember he advised me wholly to abendon young company and to asecci-
ate myself with greve, elderly people; which cousel I followed. Iy manner of life
was now wholly regular and full of religion, such as it wes; for I reasd my bbile
more then twice thru in less than a yeer, spent much time every day in prayer and
other secret duties, gave great attentlon to the word preached and endeavored to
retein it, scvoviiiiiin

Sometime in the beginning of winter 1738, it pleased God, one Sabbath morr-
ing a3 I was walking out for preyer, to give me on a sudden the sense of my dang-r
and of the wrath of God, so that I stood smezed end my former good fremes presen- -
ly venished. From the view thet I had of my sin afnd vileness I was much distressc.
gll that day, fearing that the vengeance of God would soon overtake me. v.....
Thus I lived from day to day in greet distrees. Sometimes there svpeared mountaLn
before me to obstruct my hopes of mercy, and the work of conversion eppeared 80 g
grest that I thought I should never be the subject of it. «cv.vvvieievnn

At times I grew remiss and sluggish without any grest conviction of gin fo-
a considerable tim. *~gett-v: but after such a sesson convictions sessed me more
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violently. One night I remember in perticulsr, vhen I wes walking solitarily
abroed, I had opcned to me such a view of my sin thet I feared the ground weuld
clesve asunder under my fect and become my greve and wcald send my sul quick
to hell before I could get home. Though I was forcea 4o ge to bed lest my dis-
tress should be observed by others, which I much feurazd; yet I scarsely durst
sleep at all, for I thought it would be a great woncer if I should be out of
nell in the morning. And thoughtmy distress was somefrizes thus great, yet I
greatly dreaded the loss cf convictions and returaing back to a stste of car-
nal security snd to my former insensibility of impernding wrath; which made me
exceedingly exsct in my behavior lest I should stitle the motions of God's
Holy Spirit. ..... Again when I discerned my convi.ticns to grow languid and
thought them sbout to leave me, this immediately alarmed snd distressed me.

The meny disappointments, great distressess and perpelxity which I exper-
ienced, put me into a most horrible frame of contesting with the Almighty, with
un inward vehemerice and virulaence finding faulv with his ways of dealing with
mankind. I found great fault with the imputation of Adam's sin to his posterity,
and my wicked heart often wished for some other way of salvation than by Jesus
Christ .......,The thought= of the strictness of the lasw or the sovereignty of
God would so irritate +the corruption of my heart, that I had so wstched over
and thought I had brought to a good frame, that it would bresk cver all bounds
and burst forth on all sides like floods of waters when they bresk down their
dams.

Being sensible of the necessity of deep humiliation in order to gttain to
e saving interest in Christ, I used to set myself to produce in my own heart the
convictions necessary in such a humiliation; as a conviction thst God would be
just if he cest me off forevsr, that if ever God bestowed mercy on me it would
be mere grace, though I should be indistress many years first znd be never en-
geged so much in duty, asnd that God wes not in the lesst obliged to pity me the
more for all past duties, cries and tears. ......cieveneeren

After & considersble time spent in similar exercises and distresses, one
morning while I was walking in a solitary place as usual, I at once sew that all
my contrivences end projects to effect or produce deliversnce and salvation for
myself were utterly in vain, I was brought quite to a stand as finding myself
utterly lost. I had thought many times before that the difficulties in my way
were very great; but now I saw in snother end very different light that it was for-
ever impossible for me to do snything to ards helping or delivering myself.....
The tumult that had been before in my mind was now quiked and I was somewhat eased
of thet distress which I felt while struggling sgainst a sight of myself,and of
the divine sovereignty......... I ssw that I had been heaping up my devotions be-
fore God, fasting, praying ete. pretending and indeed reslly thinking sometimes t
that I wes aiming at the glory of God; whereas I never truly intended it but only
my own happiness. I sasw that I had never done anvthing for God. I had no claim on
anything frem him but perdition on account of my hypocrisy and mockery.......,..
I continued thus as I remember it in this state of mind from Friday morning till
the Sabbath evening following (July 12, 1739 ) when I wes walking again in this
same solitsry place, where I was brought to see myself lost and helpless as before
mentioned. Here in s mournful melancholy stete I was attempting to pray; but founl
no heart to engage in that or eny other duty..... I thought that the Spirit of G-
had quite left me; but was still not distressed; yet disconsolate as if there warc
nothing in heaven or earth could make me heppy. Having been thus attempting to
pray - though ss I thought very stupid end senseless — for nearly half an hour;
then as I wss welking in a thicx dark grove, unspeaksble glory secmed to open to
the view and apprehension of my soul. I do not mesn sny external brightnecs, fo:

I saw no such thing; nor do I intend sny imagination of a body of light, somewher:
in the third heavens or snything of that nature; but-it wss a new inward appreh.n
sion which I hed of God, such as I hed never had before. ...... I had no particul.


Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil


DAVID BRAINERD - 3

apprehension of any one person in the Trinity, either the Fehrer , the Son cr the
Holy Ghost; but it appeared to be divine glory. lfy soul rejo’ced with joy unspeck
able to see such a God, such a glorious divine Being; and I ves inwardly pleassc
and setisfied thst he should be God over all tor ever snd eve>. .... 1 was sc
swallowed up in him that I had nc thought about my own salveotion and scarce rel
flected thet there was such s creature as myself.......I continued in this state
of inward joy, pesce and as’ onishment, till near dark with-ou® any sensible abaten
ment. I felt myself in a new world, and every thing about me appeared with a -dif-
ferent aspect from what it was wont to do. At this time the way of salvation
opened to me with such infinite wisdom suitableness and excellency, that I won-
dered I should ever think of any other way cf salvation; and was smazed that I Lt
not before dropped my own contrivances end complied with this lovely, blessed and
excelleht way..:..... The sweet relish of what I then felt ccntinued with me for
several dsys almost constantly, in = greater cr less degree..... But net long af-
ter I wes again involved in thick darkness and under great distress, yet not of
the seme kind with my dietress under convictions. I was guilty, afraid, ashemed to
come before God. But it was not long before I felt true repentance and joy in Gec.

Excerpts from Breinerd's Diary

October 18, 1740 In my morning devotions my soul w-s excee-dingly melted end bit.
terly mourned over my grest sinfulness end vileness, I never before had felt so
pungent end deep a sense of the odious nature of sin ss at this time. My scul

wes then unusually carried forth in.love to God and had a lively sense of God's
love to me. And this love and hope st thet time cast out fear. Both morning and
evening I spent some time in self-exemingtion to find the truth of grece, as also
my fitness to sporoach God st his table the next day; and thru infinite grace
found the Holy Spirit influencing my soul with love to God as a witne s within my-
self, '
October 19 In the morning I felt my soul hungering snd thirsting after rightecur
.ness. In the forenoon while I was looking st the sacramentsl elements and thinking
that Jesus Christ would soon be set forth crucified before me, my soul was filled
with light »nd love so that I was almost in ecstasy; my body wes so weask I could
scarcely stend, I felt et the ssme time an excecding tenderness snd most fervent
love toward 211 menkind; so that my soul-and 211 the powcrs of it ssemed as it wer:
to melt into softeness end sweetness. But during the communion there was some
abatement of this life snd fervor. This love and joy cast cut fear and my soul
longed for perfect grace end glory, This freme continued till the evening, when
my soul was sweetly spiritual in secret duties,

October 20 I again found the assistance of the Holy Spirit in spiritusl duties
and life and comfort in religicn through the whole day.

October 21 I had likewise expericnce of the love of God in she ding abroad hic
love in my heart and giving me delight end consolations in rcligious duties ond -
the remsining part of the week my soul seemed to be taken up with divine things,

I rn-w so longed after God and to be frecd from sin that when I felt myscelf recov:
ing and thought I must return to college ngsin, which hed proved so hurtful to ny
spiritual interest the yeer past, I could not but be grieved and thought I had
mich rathor have died; for it displzaesed me to think of getting awey from God. ke
fore T went I spent sevcral other preclouasseasons of communion with God.

( The diery at thie point becomes very fresgmentary. "rom Jenuary 1741 unti’
April 1742 nothing is extent, t+o volumes having been destroyced at Brainerd's
bidc¢ng. A note by himsclf et the beginning of the next volume states thet "the
spi. .t of devotion running thruout is the seme," He mentions some "imprudences
sndindecent heats". Another note adds "Towards the end of Jenuary 1741 I grew m:.
cold end dull in religion, by means of my old temptation, viz, ambition in my
studies. But through divine goodness a greet and general Awskening spread itse!l”
over the college about the latter end of Februery .in which I was muc' quickened
and more abundsntly engeged in religion.
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April 1, 1742 I seem to be declining with respect to my life and warwth in
divine things; and have not had so free accers to God in prayer as usual of late.
nh that God would humble me in the dust completely before himi I deeerve hell
every day for nct loving my Lord more. ,........

April 2. In the afternoon I felt in secret prayer much resigned, calm and
gerend ... .....Sometime past I hed much plessure in the prospect of the hesthen
being brought home to Chgrist snd desired that the Lord would employ me in thet
work; but now my soul more frequently desires to die and be with Christ. Oh that
my soul were wrapped up in divine love and my longing desires after God increased!
In the evening wse refresshed in prayer with hopes of the advencement of Christ's
“ingdom in the world.

April 3 “fas very much esmisscthis morning and had a bad night. I thought
if God should teke me to himself now my soul would exceedingly rej:ice. Oh that
T may always be humble sand resigned to God and that he would cause my soul to
be fixed on himself, that I way be fitted both for doing and suffering.

April 4 My heart was wandering end lifecless. In the evening God geve ume
faith in prayer shd made my soul melt in some measure and geve me a taste of di~
vine sweetness, O my blessed God! Let me climb up near to him and love and long
and plead and wrestle and streteh after him and for deliverance from the body
of sin and death, Alas! my soul mourned thet it should ever losc sight of its
beloved again.

April 6 I walked out this morning to the same place where I was last nigh"
and felt as I did then (preceding entry omitted by J. Edwards) but was somewhat
relieved by reading some passages in my diary end seemed to feel thet I might
pray unto the great God agsin with freedom, but was suddenly struck with the damp
from the sense I had of my own vilene s. “hen I cried to God to cleanse me from
my exceeding filthiness, to give me repentance and perdon. I then began to find
it sweet to vray; end could think of undergoing the greatest sufferings in the
cause of Christ with pleasure; snd found myself willing, if God should so order
it, to suffer banishment from my netive land among the Hesthen that I might do
gomething for their sslvation in distresses and deaths of any kind. Then God gave
me to wrestle earnestly for others, for the kingdom of Christ in the w:rld and
for dear Christian friends. I felt weaned from the world and from my own reputati .
amongst men, willing to be despised and to be a gazing stock for the world to be-
hold. It is impo sible for me to express how I then felt., I had not mich joy but
some sense ofthe majesty of God, which made me as it were teemble,

April 7 I had not so much fervency, but felt somewhat ss I did yecsterday
morning in prayer. At noon I spent some time in decret with some fervency but
scarecely any sweeiness; ~nd felt very dull in the evening,

(The above entries taken as they come from the beginning of the exist-
in reguler diery are typical specimens. Errly in the spring of 1743
he began his work among the Indiens. An entry under the date of May 18
of that year gives his reaction and some facts about the conditions.
The previous entries give nothing except in regard to his frelings.)

May 18 My circumstsnces are such that I have no comfort of eny kind but
vhat I heve in God. I live in the most lonesome wilderness; have but a single
person to converse with that can spesk English. Most of the talk I hear is
either Highland Scotch or Indian. I have no fellow-Christiasns to whom I may un-
bosom myself, or lay oven my spiritual sorrows, with whom I cen take sweet coun-
sel in conversation sbout heavenly things and j:in in socisgl pray r. I live
poorly with regerd to the comforks of life: most of my diet consisits of boiled
corn, hasty pudding etc. I lodge on a bundle of straw, my lebor is hard snd ex-
tremely difficult, snd I have little sppearance of succese to comfort me. The
Indians have no land to live on but what the Dutch peopls lay c¢laim to; end tn.e<.
threaten to c¢...~ *l.em off. They have no regard to the souls of the poor Indiars
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end by whet I can lcar~ chey hate me because I have come to preach to them. But
thet which makcs o1’ my difficulties grievous to be borne is thet God hides his

face from nme.

(The following has been chcsen almost et rendom from a later portion
of the Diary.)

June 27, 1745 Visited end preached to the Indians agein. Their number now
smorunted to about forty persons. Their solemnity and attention still continued
and 8 considerable concern for their souls became avperent esmong numbers of
them. Iy soul rejoiced to find thet God enabled me to be faithful end that he
was pleased to awsken these poor Indians by my means. O how heart-reviving end
soul-refreshing it is to me to ses the fruit of my laborsi

June 28 The Indiens being now gathered, a considerable number cf them
from their several and distant habitations, requested me to preach twice a day
to them, being desirous to hear es much as they possibly could while I was with
them. I cheerfully complied with their request and could not but admire the
goodness of God, who I was versuaded, had inclined them to inquire sfter the

way of salvstion,
In the evening my esoul was revived -end my heart lifted up to God in

prayer for my poor Indiens, myself and friends end the desr church of God. Oh how
refreshing, hew sw-c¢t this wes!

June 29 Preached twice 16 t e Indians end could not but wonder at the
seriousne-s and strictness of their attention. Saw as I thought the hand of God
very evidently end in a menner somewhet r-markasble making nrovision for their
subsistence together in ord-r to their being instructed in divine things. For this
day end the day before with only walking e little way from the place of our daily
meeting, they killed three desr, which werc & seascnable supply for their daily
wants and without which thoy could not have subsisted togcther in order to attend
the meens of grace. Oh how refreshing it is to scs them sttend with such uncommon
diligence end affection with tears in their eycs and concern in their hecarts!

June 30 Preached twice this day also. Observed yet mere concern and af-
fection among the poor heathens than ever; so thet they even constrained me to
tarry yet longer with them, elthough my constitution was exce-dingly worn out.

July 1 Preached again twice to s very serious gnd sttentive asscmbly
of Indiens; they hsving now leernzd to attend the worship of God with Christian
dzeency in all respects. There were now between forty end fifty persons of thenm
present, old and young. I spent a consid:rable time discoursing with them in s
more privete way, inquiring of them what they remombered of the great truths which
had been imperted to thom from day to day, end masy justly say it was amazing to
sce how they had received and retained the instructions given them snd what a
measurc of knowledge some of them had acquir:d in a fov days.

July 2 Was obliged to leevc these Indisns st Crosrweeksung, thinking it was
my duty es soon as my heaslth woul admit to visit thosc at the Forks of the Dela-
ware. When I ceme to tseke leave of them snd spoek particularly to casch of thoem
they all carnestly inquired when I would comc again and cxpressed great dosire
of being further instructed. Of their own accord they agrced that when I would
come again, they would all mcet together during my continuence with them and thay
would use their utmost ondecavors to gsther all the othcr Indisns in thesc parts
who were yet more rcmote.


Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil


